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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A system for navigating through design information 
associated with an integrated circuit (IC) design, 
comprising: 

a text-based connectivity database structure including 
a plurality of design objects provided for said IC design; 
and 

a graphical user interface structure supported by a 
browser engine that provides a command line interface for 
interrogating said connectivity database using at least a 
portion of a text -based indicium associated with a design 
object . 
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2- The system for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
1, wherein said plurality of design objects are disposed in 
a hierarchical tree arrangement . 

3. The system for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
1, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one block and said text-based indicium comprises a block name 
associated with said block. 

4. The system for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
1, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one block and said text -based indicium comprises a block name 
expression associated with said block. 

5. The system for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
1, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one net and said text -based indicium comprises a net name 
associated with said net. 
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6. The system for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
1, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one instance of a subcircuit and said text -based indicium 
comprises an instance name associated with said instance . 

7. The system for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
1, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one cell and said text -based indicium comprises a cell name 
associated with said cell. 

8 - The system for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
1, wherein said browser engine further supports a plurality 
of menu-driven dialog boxes for selectively traversing said 
text-based connectivity database . 

9. The system for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
1, wherein said graphical user interface structure includes 
at least one user interface pane operable to display results 
obtained responsive to interrogating said text -based 
connectivity database. 
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to. A method for navigating through design information 
associated with an integrated circuit (IC) design, 
comprising : 

presenting a graphical user interface upon launching a 
connectivity browser, wherein said connectivity browser is 
operable to traverse a text -based connectivity database 
including a plurality of design objects provided for said IC 
design; and 

interrogating said text-based connectivity database via 
a command line interface portion of said graphical user 
interface by supplying at least a portion of a text -based 
indicium associated with a design object. 
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11. The method for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
10, wherein said plurality of design objects are disposed in 
a hierarchical tree arrangement . 

12 . The method for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
10, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one block and said text -based indicium comprises a block name 
associated with said block. 

13 . The method for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
10, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one block and said text -based indicium comprises a block name 
expression associated with said block. 

14 . The method for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
10, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one net and said text -based indicium comprises a net name 
associated with said net . 
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15 . The method for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
10, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one instance of a subcircuit and said text -based indicium 
comprises an instance name associated with said instance. 

16. The method for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
10, wherein said plurality of design objects include at least 
one cell and said text -based indicium comprises a cell name 
associated with said cell. 

17 . The method for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
10, wherein said connectivity browser further supports a 
plurality of menu-driven dialog boxes for selecting different 
portions of said text-based connectivity database. 

18. The method for navigating through design 
information associated with an IC design as recited in claim 
10, wherein said graphical user interface structure includes 
at least one user interface pane operable to display results 
obtained responsive to interrogating said text-based 
connectivity database. 
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19. A computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an integrated circuit 
(IC) design, comprising: 

a database structure including text -based connectivity 
information relative to a plurality of design objects 
provided for said IC design; and 

a browser engine that supports a graphical user 
interface structure for interrogating said connectivity 
database using at least a portion of a text -based indicium 
associated with a design object. 
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20. The computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an IC design as recited 
in claim 19, wherein said plurality of design objects are 
disposed in a hierarchical tree arrangement . 

21. The computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an IC design as recited 
in claim 19, wherein said plurality of design objects include 
at least one block and said text -based indicium comprises a 
block name associated with said block. 

22. The computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an IC design as recited 
in claim 19, wherein said plurality of design objects include 
at least one block and said text -based indicium comprises a 
block name expression associated with said block. 

23. The computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an IC design as recited 
in claim 19, wherein said plurality of design objects include 
at least one net and said text -based indicium comprises a net 
name associated with said net . 
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24 - The computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an IC design as recited 
in claim 19, wherein said plurality of design objects include 
at least one instance of a subcircuit and said text -based 
indicium comprises an instance name associated with said 
instance . 

25. The computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an IC design as recited 
in claim 19, wherein said plurality of design objects include 
at least one cell and said text -based indicium comprises a 
cell name associated with said cell. 

26. The computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an IC design as recited 
in claim 19, wherein said browser engine further supports a 
plurality of menu-driven dialog boxes for selectively 
traversing said text-based connectivity database. 

27. The computer platform operable to support a design 
database environment associated with an IC design as recited 
in claim 19, wherein said graphical user interface structure 
includes at least one user interface pane operable to display 
results obtained responsive to interrogating said text -based 
connectivity database. 
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